
 

 

 

 

Company Number: 0572778 

THE HERALDRY SOCIETY 

Minutes of the 62nd Annual General Meeting held at the Society of Antiquaries, Piccadilly, 
London on Wednesday 17th October 2018 at 5.00pm. 

Present: 45 members were present, together with members of Council. 

Apologies were received from 21 members. 

1. The Chairman reported that a quorum was present.  Accordingly, the meeting 

proceeded. 

 

2. The Chairman read the notice of meeting and introduced the Resolution ‘That the 

Minutes of the last AGM be approved’.  This was proposed by Malcolm Golin, 

seconded by Barbara Coker.  There were 3 abstentions. 

 
 

3. The Chairman’s Report having been previously circulated, the Chairman added that 

it had been a busy year for the Society.  There were also some thorny problems to 

think about in the coming year.  The Chairman’s Report was proposed by David 

Nicholson, seconded by Martin Lawrence. 

 

4. The Chairman proposed ‘That the Report of the Directors and the Unaudited 

Accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2018 now submitted to this meeting 

be received’. 

At the Chairman’s request, the Hon. Treasurer, then outlined the main points from 

the Report’s Financial Review.  The clearing up of membership records has now 

been done with a chase up and the Gift Aid, from 4 years ago to date, has also been 

collected.  Arrears of membership subscriptions have been chased.  The Society 

income if c. £26,000 p.a.  Membership levels have been growing since the launch of 

the new website.  Over the last year the Society has spent money on various 

projects, the main one being the new website.  This cost in the region of £8,000 and 

has been set up as an asset which will be written off over three years.  There has 

been a marked increase in sales of new and secondhand books and merchandise 

via the online shop.  There are also two publishing enterprises in the pipeline.  

Therefore the Society has made a loss of £12,000, after the costs above, compared 

with £18,000 the previous year.  On the whole the Society is doing well and these 

expenses are sustainable at present.  The Lecture programme at the Society of 

Antiquaries is expensive, £700 per evening.  To reduce costs the Society is looking 

at other venues in central London. 
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Martin Lawrence asked if the Society has a Reserves Policy?  The Treasurer stated 

that the annual expenses are around £20,000, th cash reserves are much better than 

this – we have a working capital and the interest from the Kirby Fund.  These are 

used to further our educational remit with lectures, publications and grants to regional 

heraldry societies. 

Acceptance of the Accounts was proposed by Malcolm Howe, seconded by Martin 

Lawrence.  The Resolution that the Report and Unaudited Accounts be received was 

accepted unanimously by those present. 

Malcolm Howe gave thanks to Council for their hard work on behalf of the Society, 

especially the work done by the Treasurer, Secretary and Hon. Librarian and 

Bookshop Manager. 

5. The Chairman introduced the resolution that the following Council Members retire by 

rotation: 

 

Arline Fisher, Chairman of Council 

 

Council asked Arline to stay in post until the Annual Lunch in February 2019. 

 

This was proposed by Andrew Gray and Barbara Coker, seconded by Reg Denny 

and agreed by those members present. 

 

6. The Chairman introduced the Resolution that: 

‘This Annual General Meeting appoint Williamson, Morton Thornton LLP as the 

Society’s Auditors, to hold office until the conclusion of the next general meeting at 

which the accounts are laid, and to authorise the Council of the Society to fix 

remuneration’ 

This was proposed by Martin Lawrence, seconded by Reg Denny and Agreed by the 

majority of those present, with one against only. 

7. Any Other Business 

The Society is looking for a new Programme Secretary and asked for a volunteer or 

suggestions. 

Malcolm Howe asked about plans for the 2022 International Congress.  Dr Paul Fox 

stated to the members and Council present that the plans and fundraising are 

progressing. Accommodation has been booked at Clare College, University of 

Cambridge. He would be furnishing Council with regular reports on progress. 

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 5.28pm. 

 


